GEORGE THE THIRD
silent also; but this restraint I shall put on myself from affection for
Mr Pitt, but further I cannot go, for I cannot sacrifice my duty to
any consideration. Though I do not pretend to have the power of
changing Mr Pitt's opinion, when thus unfortunately fixed, yet I
shall hope his sense of duty will prevent his retiring from his present
situation to the end of my life; for I can with great truth assert that
I shall, from public and private considerations, feel great regret if I
ever find myself obliged at any time, from a sense of religious and
political duty, to yield to his entreaties of retiring from his seat at the
Board of Treasury.
But Pitt's mind was as firmly made up as the King's; and
although further correspondence passed between them on
February 5th George reluctantly allowed Pitt to resign his office.
It was Henry Addington, who came to the King's rescue in
this emergency. He had been Speaker of the House of Commons
since 1789 and was one of Pitt's childhood friends. Indeed it
was at Pitt's request that Addington agreed to place himself at
the head of a new Administration;1 and there is little doubt
that he himself believed that he was to be merely a * stop-gap '
until the crisis had blown over. He had frankly told the King
that he was unequal to the task, as he actually proved to be;
but his own political defects were discounted by the fact that
Pitt had promised him his support—in fact that he would sit
behind him in Parliament; and his attachment to the Establish-
ment—c as sincere as mine,' the King told Hurd of Worcester—
1 The chief members of Addington's Administration were as set out below :
First Lord of the Treasury:    Mr Henry Addington
and	vice
Chancellor of the Exchequer: Mr William Pitt.
Lord Chancellor : Earl of Eldon vice Baron Loughborough.
Lord Privy Seal: Earl of Westmoreland.
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs: Baron Hawkesbury vice Baron Grenville.
Secretary of State for Home Affairs: The Hon. Thomas Pelham.
Secretary of State for War: Baron Hobart vice Mr William Windham.
Master-General of the Ordnance: Earl of Chatham,
First Lord of the Admiralty: Earl St Vincent vice Earl Spencer.
Lord President of the Council: Duke of Portland.    *
Secretary at War: Mr Charles Yorke vice Mr Henry Dundas.
Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland: Earl of Hardewicke vice Marquis Cornwallis.
Paymasters-General: Mr Thomas Steele.
Baron Glenbervie vice Mr Dudley Ryder.
Postmasters-General: Baron Auckland.
Lord Charles Spencer.
Attorney-General: Sir Edward Law.
Solicitor-General: The Honourable Spencer Perceval.
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